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PREFACE 

Medicinal plants have played a significant role in many ancient traditional systems 

of medication in the world. In recent years, the plants still play an important role both 

in developed and developing countries in the world with their valuable medications 

with minimal side effects than synthetic drugs. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 4 billion people of the 

world population presently use herbal medicine for primary health care. Herbal medicine 

is a major component in all indigenous people's traditional medicine and a common 

element in Indian medicine. 

Some modern technologies which can be used for improvement of medicinal 

plants are as biotechnology for plant cultivation, metabolic engineering, Bio fortification, 

Nutraceutical, Molecular farming, Gene slicing etc., 

This book entitled "Field Guide of Medicinal plants'is a compilation of information 
of Botanical name, Common name, morphological part of the plant used and their 

medicinal values.It is an attempt to help readers to find theoretical informaticon leading 
to exploration of practical ideas with significant applications to lead a healthy life. 
Colorful photographs of the plants facilitate easy identification by the readers. 

The book presents aninformation that would be useful for students, researchers 
and general public who are interested in the use of herbal medicines on a regular basis 
and to create awareness & promote herbal medicine. It is our great pleasure to 

acknowledge the support and encouragement rendered by the Principal, Dr. (Sr.) P. 
Amrutha, St.Ann's College for Women, Hyd. 
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